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A Study on the Relationship between the Doctrine of
Social Responsibility of the Church and the Thought of
Covenant Among Puritans in New England
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o]c}.” William Tyndale, “Prologues by William Tyndale shewing the Use of the Scripture, which
He Wrote Before the Five Books of Moses,” in Doctrinal Treatises and Introduction to Different
Portions of the Holy Scripture, (ed.), Henry Walter (Cambridge: Parker Society, 1848), 403, quoted
in AFH, Hue AoRPE MEFY T (A He7IELA S, 1998), 21.
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6 William Ames, The Marrow of Sacred Divinity (UK: London, 1643), 1-39.
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8 William Hubbard, The Happiness of a People in the Wisdoms of their Rulers (Boston, 1676),

8. i 19| Mo spdAM HARhES FESHAE E=2] F2]'(heap of confusion)
2 AReHHeL 7xskgch

MrE = To-

9 Samuel Willard, 4 Complete Body of Divinity (Boston, 1736), 124.

10 Urian Oakes, 4 Seasonable Discourse wherein Sincerity and Delight in the Service of God is
earnestly pressed upon Professors of Religion (Cambridge, 1682), 27.

11 Thomas Shepard, Works, (ed.) John Albro (Boston, 1853), III. 25: “For although all inferior
creatures are made lastly for God, yet they are made nextly for man; but man, having nothing better
than himself, between him and God, is therefore made both lastly and nextly for God; and hence it
is that no inferior creature, which comes out and issueth from God, hath such a reflex and return
again back unto God, as man hath; because, in and by this reflex and return into him, man’s mortal
being is eternally preserved, like water running into the sea again, from whence it first came.”(sic)

12 Enbs Bl o MAE AaolA] eletel Hzbiel tstel chaat o] Austeick
“The whole Creation groaneth to be delivered from its subjection to vanity”, Thomas Thatcher,
Boston Sermons (May 12, 1678).
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13 Perry Miller, The New England Mind: the Seventeenth Century, 2d ed. (Cambridge, 1954),
400-401.

14 Samuel Willard, Boston Sermon, July 6, 1679. 217k shpd7A|A F48H 7F 2238t
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E}” “Man was the mean betwixt God and the Creature to convey all good with all constancy of it,
and therefore when Man breaks, Heaven and Earth breaks all asunder, the Conduit being cracked
and displaced there be no conveyance from the Fountain.” Thomas Hooker, The Application of
Redemption (London, 1659), 59.

IS Allen Carden, Puritan Christianity in America-Religion and Life in Seventeenth-Century
Massachusetts (Baker Book House, 1990), 49.

16 Nathaniel Gookin, Sermon [1687], Sermon Notes [1687] (Harvard University MS), 118, 5;
Cotton Mather Pillars of Salt (Boston, 1699), 10. Q= 2= ufjt{o] Ao}tﬁ AL “shpde A
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The Folly of Sinning (Boston, 1699), 13-15; A Sermon Wherein is Shewed that Excess in Wickedness
doth bring Untimely Death (Boston, 1685), 19; Solemn Advice to Young Men (Boston, 1695), 74;
Thomas Shepard, Sound Believer: A Treatise of Evangelical Conversion * Discovering the Work of
Christs Spirit, in Reconciling of a Sinner to God, 1659, 48; Samuel Willard, Impenitent Sinners,
Warned of Their Misery and Summoned to Judgment, 1698, 4; Gookin, Sermon of Aug. 1687,
Sermon Notes, 1687, 140, 142; Samuel Willard, 4 Remedy against Despair (Boston, 1700), 9;
Thomas Shepard, Three Valuable Pieces (Boston, 1747), 14.

17 Allen Carden, Puritan Christianity in America-Religion and Life in Seventeenth-Century
Massachusetts, 57. Cf. Increase Mather, The Times of Men are in the Hand of God (Boston, 1675),
4; Greatest Sinners, 66-67; Solemn Advice, 33; Joshua Moodey, An Exhortation to a Condemned
Malefactor (Boston, 1686), 64; Cotton Mather, Warnings from the Dead, 4.

18 Richard Mather, Farewell Exhortation (Cambridge, 1677), 20. Cf. Thomas Hooker, Application
of Redemption, 673: “There must be an Aversion and turning from th Creature, before there can be
a conversion unto God; he came from God to the Creature, he must return from the Creature to God:
but his aversion is first, that is, from his abusive cleaving to the Creature; for in truth, sin is nothing
else but an inordinate affecting of these inferior things.”

19 Edmund S. Morgan, The Puritan Family: Religion & Domestic Relations in Seventeenth
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Century New England, new edition, revised and enlarged (Harper & Row, New York, 1966), 15

20 Thomas Thatcher, Boston Sermons (July 6, 1679); (July 6, 1672); Jonathan Mitchell,
manuscript, Sermons from Psalms, 65a (Massachusetts Historical Society); John Cotton, Briefe

Exposition upon Ecclesiastes, 29; Thomas Hooker, 4 Comment upon Christ’s Last Prayer (London,
1650), 525.
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U 9zx TYuE oMk AFFY 7y, 3. HuE shdel 87 28 2%t
AL ool 23 Aok A4S 761 flsto] &l tigh 21F & HRshe
3YQJeloks. JLHEle] Awsl9tk Cf Michael McGiffert, “Grace and Works: The Rise and
Division of Covenant Divinity in Elizabethan Puritanism,” Harvard Theological Review 75 (1982):
476-477;, “From Moses to Adam: The Making of Covenant of Works,” Sixteenth Century Journal,
19/2: 131-55; John von Rohr, The Covenant of Grace in Puritan Thought (Atlanta: Scholars Press,
1986), 28-29.

22 William Perkins, “Golden Chaine,” in The Works, 1, 32.
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23 William Perkins, “Golden Chaine,” The Works, 1.71. John Cotton, The Grounds and Ends of
the Baptisme of the Children of the Faithfull (London, 1647), 108. AA2FkA o QlojA] <17ke] E}
et Bielglon olslel Qloberle 35417 4+ ghao] fslol £ AES oje el
t}. John Cotton, The New Covenant, or, A teatise unfolding the order and manner of the giving and
receiving of the covenant of grace to the elect: as also, shewing the difference between the legalist
and the ture Christian: being the substance of sundry sermons (London: Printed by M.S. for Francis
Eglesfield & John Allen, 1654), 181-83.
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24 Lagar Ziff, The Career of John Cotton: Puritan and the American Experience (Princeton, N.
. Princeton University Press, 1962), 49.

25 Weir, Early New England - A Covenanted Society, 137.
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1H(Independents)+= %31—7—94]7\]—51} 3 351 8]59)(Congregationalism)
£ AFsieith I8y dedis et wde BesoiE =9
=9 IFFAHAE 7%—.—@ I ERE PAREe R QIsted, olE F
UF= JSUEE by UEHEe) mSlieR o]sH Hit:
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League and Covenant)2 41218}3ith. Cf. Champlin Burrage, The Church Covenant Idea: lIts Origin
and Its Development (Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society, 1904); Weir, Early New
England - A Covenanted Society, 146.

27 Robert Browne, A Trve and Short Declaration, both of the Gathering and ioyning together of
Certaine Persons: and slo of the Lamentable Breach and Division which fell amongst them, 19-20;
Champlin Burrage, The Church Covenam Idea: Its Origin and Its Development, 46-43, ‘H—e,—’d, rﬂ
Wie AfAVE: N Ay, 14142004 A&

28 Perry Miller & Thomas H. Johnson, eds., The Puritans A Sourcebook of Their Writings
vol. I, 188.
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29 Champlin Burrage, The Church Covenant Idea: Iis Origin and Its Development, 50.

30 Henry Jacob, The Divine Begining and Institution of Christs true Visible or Ministeriall
Church (Leydon, 1610), Edmund S. Morgan, Visible Saints: The History of a Puritan Idea (Cornell
University Press, 1963), 29. o]o] tjs}o] & 7}=9] w3l 1‘4———_1,]— Ztk “w 3= AlujATE
202 Je|Aks) velol A FAUSE HEERA, oS A4l RES W Assh
iers 9 o o b AEelo] B o] Agelil Ul ufe £ ot
A Z2oA 9-& 7|X]+= 3Lo|t}.” John Cotton, The Doctrine of the Church to which are Committed
the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven: wherein is Demonstrated by Way of Question and Answere
what a Visible church is According to the Order of the Gospel -+ (London: Printed for Ben. Allen
& Sam. Satterthwaite, 1643), 1.
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‘w3]olorS AAsttk “Sjt shpdel WA StolA A=7t s
o SHbE ARhElE olekste, FUl Qe ZEE Wk QoA A
7] A4 SlolA] ANSIAZIE FwstAle] wel mE Ee] uhal o
o WA FASIZ QRIS E AHES JIASES WUt YIS
2 7P A BaE griapelojo F=aslE A71al E BAl B
I} ] leke A Askgick
174)7] 2 YIRS SH2H(Dorchesten)ol ] B2 TEAS AR
o = 3lo|E(John White)= & 72| &7 Alekolel= w3] AkAE A
Attt 1= 3 gof 3 H AL Al A AY A9 AI7E
o 8| HFSolA TElimele) do) BAY QRS HYsia o] G
71 HSPA(Ten Vo) Qoli#siont ool it Felor Ao of
Z opdllolgta SpHsl=S sh¢irk 1 W8-S eokshd o Ltk

o] ok orgt && AT Aot FEE s s Sistol
<43 Aok} 212HA Solemn Vow, and Covenant)S 53]

=2 shUE &AL, £ F shudaAA 219 S8 kAl
7]£‘4t oRRIGi)olTt. shbdS 239 ks Fate] L2lofA §
olfl SRES FYEER FES HlFo] FAlck
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31 William Bradford, History of Plymouth Plantation, 265, cited in James Gregory, Puritanism
in the Old World and in the New From its Inception in the Reign of Elizabeth to the Establishment
of the Puritan Theocracy in New England - A Historical Handbook (Fleming H. Revell Company,
1896), 254. 2| 1LE] 7} AARE = AlREO] BA4S AW EW G| BEAGH AAERD o
8le] WARRA 2EERE P10 St welel AR kel ARy Aos B
ek olofl tfsted David Weir= ©] w3]¢loFo] 1603\ A=5H] wdjofx] BARE o] ofy
11, 1629 Massachusetts Bay 2] AF3of| Ql= “A|Y w3]’(First Church)of| 4] 3= ¢1oFo|ztar
2511 itk “We covenant with the Lord and one with an other; and doe bynde ourselves in
the presence of God, to walke together in all his waives, according as he is pleased to reveale
himself unto in his blessed word of truth.” C. H. Webber and W. S. Nevins, Old Naumkeag: An
Historical Sketch of the City of Salem --- (Salem, First Church, Records of the First Church in
Charlestown, Massachusetts, 1877), 14, cited in Weir, Early New England - A Covenanted Society,
410ff.
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32 john White, “The Ten Vows,” in John White: the Patriarch of Dorchester [Dorset] and the
Founder of Massachusetts 1575-1648 with an Account of the Early Settlement in Massachusetts
1620-1630, by Frances Rose-Troup (New York: G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1930), 418-22.
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33 Williston Walker, The Creeds and Platforms of Congregationalism (New York: Charles
Scribner’s Sons, 1893), 116; ¥E3, "Hu® A HE52] 3y, 17164 AL
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34 William Rathband, ed., 4 Bridfe Narration of Some Church Courses, etc. (UK: London,
1644), 17-18, cited by Burrage, The Church Covenant Idea, 83-84.

35 Charlestown (Boston), MA, First Church, Records of the First Church in Charlestown,
Massachusetts, 7. 16309 7€ 304 A=EH 3 FYsi9d vE FHE2 HEEe
(Watertown) ]| A2}sto] ch2a} -8 w3k A A5k “The Watertown Covenant of July
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30 -+ we do all -+ solemnly and with all our Hearts, personally, man by Man for our selves and
ours (+++ That they keep the Promise unblameably and faithfully unto the coming of our Lord Jesus)
promise, and enter into a Covenant with the Lord our God, and before him with one another, by Oath
and serious protestation made, to Renounce all Idolatry and Superstition, Will-Worship, all Humane
Traditions and Inventions whatsoever, in the Worship of God; and forsaking all Evil Ways, do give
ourselves wholly unto the Lord Jesus, to do him faithful Service, observing and keeping all his
Statues, Commands, and Ordinances, in all Matters concerning our Reformation; his Worship,
Administration, Ministry, and Government; and in the Carriage of our selves among our selves and
one towards another, as he hath prescribed in his Holy Word -+ Text form Cotton Mather, Magnalia
Christi Americana, or, The Ecclesiastical History of New-England, from its first planting in the year
1620; unto the year of our Lord, 1698: in seven book (London: T. Parkhurst, 1702), Bk. III., 83.

36 Willston Walker, The Creeds and Platforms of Congregation (New York: Charles Scribner’s
Sons, 1893), 116-18.
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37 Weir, Early New England - A Covenanted Society, 151.

38 Cf Mary McManus Ramsbottom, “Religious Society and the Family in Charlestown,
Massachusetts, 1630 to 1740,” cited in Weir, Early New England - A Covenanted Society, 152.
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Shid olgo® ol o7lo] AWE T el Aelehe Al
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39 William Bradford, Bradford’s History of the Plymouth Plantation, 1620-47 (1968), 51. £3]
o] HAE Y&E HeH 367715 F2d A

40 ] Gregory, Puritanism in the Old World and in the New From its Inception in the Reign of
Elizabeth to the Establishment of the Puritan Theocracy in New England - A Historical Handbook,
238, Tdate]= o ARR|jIobA o] Al7|H JEHE Sl tidt S-S BARE i A7) A



SYUSUC FDESO| A AT DO AHEIH HUZO| AT

ol AAE wpAley |AJep AFS] GAofafol vehd 5L S-S &
T Ru=so] tiAe] A At o) AA7E HARE O] Ytk Aol
olEelAl AoIA AHES st ARIAE AHshs Abdo] o Sitt.
FIEHE FaesoA oA ARle AHddoRE Adshal wel]
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AYar QIGichAl HlE ZRQldel weldey Lejal ARR|oRS 7)Ao
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AU B oz} AEBOl 2 RUO2 bl B e e HAssch 5f2) ofFo] of ot
HOIA Fsjoll ojgt SARAE WAEIOE TS E9HS Aol FgEIATE Cf. New
Plymouth Colony, The Compact with the Charter and Laws of the Colony of New Plymouth -
George E. Bowman, The Mayflower Compact and lIts Signers (Boston, 1920); Lois K. Mathews,
“The Mayflower Compact and its Descendants,” Mississippi Valley Historical Association,
Proceedings 6 (1912-13): 79-106; Arthur Lord, “The Mayflower Compact,” American Antiquarian
Society Proceedings, n.s., 30 (1920), 278-94; Mark L. Sargent, “The Conservative Covenant: The
Rise of the Mayflower Compact in American Myth,” The New England Quarterly 61 (1988): 233-51.

41 Thomas Hooker, Survey of the Summe of Church Discipline, part. 1, 69: Increase Mather,
Renewal of Covenant the great Duty incumbent on decaying or distresse Churches (Boston, 1677),
preface; John Cotton, The Way of the Churches of Christ in New-England (London, 1645), 4; John
Davenport, The Power of Congregational Churches Asserted and vindicated (London, 1672), 39:
Richard Mather, 4 Apologie of the Churches in New-England for Church-Covenant (London, 1643),
21-22.

42 Thomas Hooker= QI7M59] %A &ol|A] A7 BAJAL 8F Algo] T2 ARES olof
o 7t glow W olld BErt HEsin QiAle BT A AREAYE dE
3}Ac}: “There must of necessity be a mutual engagement, each of the other, by their free consent,
before by any rule of God they have any right or power, or can exercise either, each towards the
other -+ From mutual acts of consenting and engaging each of other, there is an impression of
engagement results, as a relative bond, betwixt the contractours and confederatours, wherein the
formalis ratio, or special nature of the covenant lieth, in all the former instances especially that of
corporations. So that however it is true, the rule binds such to the duties of their places and
relations, yet it is certain, it requires that they should first freely ingage themselves in such
covenants, and then be careful to fulfill such duties.”
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Early New England - A Covenanted Society, 87.
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Abstract

A Study on The Relationship between the Doctrine of
Social Responsibility of the Church and the Thought of
Covenant Among Puritans in New England

Yoon, Jong-Hun

Some theorists of Puritans have insisted that Puritans in New England
have no response and a negative attitude toward their social
responsibility. The main purpose of this article is to investigate whether
this is true or not, by analysing primary sources of Puritans in the 17th
century, and to search for the theological backgrounds of Puritans’ social
responsibility and their own methodology.

This paper shows various results. First, the Covenant of Theory, the
most important element supported by Scriptures, was a backdrop for the
theory of social responsibility as a sincere believer. In particular, the
early representatives of Puritans in England, such as William Tyndale,
John Bale, Thomas Cartwright, and John Preston, acted upon the
pioneers of New England, such as John Cotton, John Winthrop, Thomas
Hooker, and Thomas Shepard etc.

Secondly, Puritans tried to realize Puritan divine community in New
England through double covenant theory-the covenant of works and the
covenant of grace, known as the Personal Covenant.

Thirdly, they also established the thought of church covenant by
developing the personal covenant, in particular the covenant of grace.

This covenant manifests the fact that all church members accept the



scriptures as the true God’s words, and God appoints several officers in
church to serve God’s works and to work for social duty. This thought of
the covenant of church appeared in the church in New England through
leaders such as Henry Jacob, Francis Higginson, John Cotton, John White,
Huge Peter, and John Winthrop. This covenant included the necessity of
church members to be united in Christ for social responsibility, also the
method of the mutual service, the devotional attitude to construct the
God’s ideal communal society.

Lastly, the Puritans who voyaged to the New World, made a social
covenant in their cabin and in New England to create a new social
community as a fundamental order. The characteristics of this covenant
depict that they should, as a divine community, obey God’s Word, love
Him sincerely, take care of their members with Christ’s mind, share joys
and sorrows, and work together as united community members. It is not
so difficult to find the thought of this social covenant in “the Mayflower
Compact and the Magna Carta of Divine Society.”
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